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Re:  Co -op  M in ing  Company
App l i ca t i on  f o r  Renewa l  and  Add i t ' i on  t o
Bea r  Canyon  M ine  {ACT /015 /OZS)

Gent I  emen :

The Co-op Min ing  Company pub l  i shed a  pub l i c  no t ice  to  renew and add
add i t iona l  land  to  the i r  M in ing  Permi t .  Pursuant  to  tha t  we have
examlned the  Co-op Min ing  Company App l  i ca t ion  and M' ine  p ian  on  f i le
at the Emery County courthouse.

we bel ieve that our intereets in the Big Bear Canyon Spring may be
adverse ly  a f fec ted  by  th is  app l i ca t ion .  We hereby  requ€st  tha t  the
Div is ion  ho ld  an  in fo rmal  conference on  thE app l  i ca t ion .  As  a l  |owed
under R 614-300- 1 23 . 1 20 , v{e desire to have the conference conducted
at  the  coa l  mine  loca t ion .

wE are vital ly concerned with any effects this act ion may have upon
the  quant i t y  and/or  gua l  i t y  o f  our  cu l  inary  water  spr ing  (B ig  Bear
canyon Spr ing) .  Th is  spr ing  is  loca ted  ' in  the  permi t  a rea  and is
used to  p rov ' ide  dr ink ing  water  to  the  communi t ies  o f  Hunt ing ton ,
c lev€ land and E lmo.  We fu l l y  recogn ize  tha t  Hunt ing ton  C i ty  and th€
Co-op Min ing  company have an  agreement  in  p iace  to  p ro tec t  th is
spr ing  as  a  water  source .  However ,  the  cont inued dec l  ine  jn  our
spr ing  f low ra tes ,  concerns  ra ised by  the  min ing  p lan ,  and the  lack
o f  p rev ious  mon i to r ing  da ta  suggest  tha t  s ign i f i can t  p rob lems w i th
the  spr ing  cou ld  occu | i  f  add i t i ona l  m in ing  ac t i v i t y  i s  a l  l owed
beyond tha t  a l lowed in  the  1980 Mine P]an .  I f  the  prev ' ioue  mine  p lan
' i s  expanded then add i t iona l  assurance tha t  our  spr ing  w i  l ' l  be
pro tec ted  is  needed.

Br ie f l y ,  the  issues  we wou ' ld  l i ke  to  have d iscussed a t  thg  hear ing
inc lude  the  fo l  l  ow i  ng :

1. The decl ine of f  low fron the Big Bear canyon Springs over the
pas t  severa l  years .
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2. The movement of ground water from the recharge area to our
spr ings  i s  in  gues t ion .  The i r  chap te r  on  Hydro logy  aasumes
tha t  g round water  f lows near ly  ver t i ca l l y  f rom th ;  recharge
a leq .a long f rac tu res  and then move$ hor izon ta l l y  to  the  po tn t
o f  d ischarge a t  the  spr ing .  I f  the  water ,  in  f i c t ,  move€ on  a
d i  agona l  I  i  ne ;  then the i  r  m i  n i  ng  opera t ions  cou l  d  i  n te .cept  the
f low. l {hat  basis of  fact  do th iy  have for  thei r  assumpt ions on
ground water movement?

rn  the  mine  p lan  they  d iscuss  the  pas t  g round water
in te rcept ions  a t  the  fau t t  c ross ings  in  the  Eas t  B leeders  Area
We wou ld  l i ke  to  d iecuss  i t s  posa tn te  l i nk  to  d im in ished  spr ing
f lows.  A lso ,  what  e f fec ts  fu r ther  min ing  to  the  Nor th  and eas t
w i  1  I  have upon our  €pr i  ng  f l  ows.

The  poss ib i l i t y  o f  con tamina t ion  o f  the  sp r ing  qua l i t y  due  to
mine sump leakage in to  f rac tu res  re la ted  to  f iu l t ing ,  f , s  we l l
as  f rom f low a long the  fau ' l t  needs  to  be  d iscussed,  What
steps wi l l  be taken to assure that  downward movement of  mine
water  a long these fau l ts  and f rac tu res  w i l l  no t  con taminate  our
sp  r  i  ngs?

Almost  a l l  o f  the past  moni tor ing has been done on the downard
(East  and Nor th )  s ide  o f  the  fau i t  assoc ia ted  w i th  B ig  Bear
Spr ing .  Yet  the  Mine  P lan  on  page 7-30  ind ica tes  tha i  g round
water  movement is  "essent iat Iy  south to southeast .  "  Wh6t stepe
wi l l  be  taken to  adequate ly  mon i to r  on  the  ups t ream s ide  o f
the  fau l t  and in  the  ups t ream d i rec t ion  o f  f low?

Past  ground water  moni tor ing has been inconsistent  and of ten
lqcking.  What assurance do we have that  future performance
wi l l  be  improved? Co-op has  ind ica ted  some pas t  sampl ing  f rom
our  spr i  ng  and the i  r  i  n ten t ions  fo r  fu tu re  sampl  i  ng .  However ,
they  have never  reques ted  permiss ion  to  eample  f rom the  spr ing
and we have no  knowledge o f  any  prev ious  samp] ing .  f {e  be l ieve
th is  shou ld  be  an  ex t reme ly  v i ta l  pa r t  o f  the  mon i to r ing
program and t ,hat  i t  should be done wi t ,h our  knowledge and
co-operat i  on .
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7 . The S ta te  o f  U tah  Pub l i c  Dr ink ing  Water  Regu la t ions  requ i re  a
1 500 f  t  protect ' ion zone on a l  1 l  ands equal  to or  above the
opera t ion  leve l  o f  the  spr ing .  U{e  be l  ieve  th is  w i  I  I  ree t r i c t
a l l  su r face  and  sub-sur face  ac t i v i t y  w i th in  1500  f t  o f  the
spr ing .  V fe  wou ld  l  i ke  to  d iscuss  th is  regu i  rement  and i te
e f fec t  on  the  proposed min ing  opera t ion .

l{e bel ieve that the above ieeues jueti fy the scheduling of a
conference and request that on€ b€ arranged eo we might revieu our
concerna. The above commenta are very brief.  I f  noro epecif ic and
detai led comments are requi red prior to the conference, please let us
Know .

yours ,

/M
Dar re l  V .  Leamaste r ,  P .  E .
Di  s t r i  c t  Manager

cc :  Gay le  $mi th ,  Hea l th  Dep t
Hunt i  ng ton  C i  ty
C I eve 1 and Town
Elmo Town
North Emery Water  Users Associat ion
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